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in the old scenes becoming over-crowded by the addition of new
figures. This process means the disappearance of the background,
and perspective loses its raison d'etre. This 'anarchy of forms'
reaches its climax in this period1, while at the same time economic
stress crushes the great sarcophagus workshops in Rome. The
approaching new order of things can do no more than bring in a
primitively schematic form of composition, and the exhaustion of
the power of composition is followed, about A.D. 300, by the disap-
pfearance of technical virtuosity. But the art of portraiture shows,
with peculiar clearness, that during the regression of the organic-
ally conceived portrait to a lifeless schematic generalizing like-
ness, there suddenly, about 260, appears a violent recoil to the
classical. Since this reaction is found not only in Italy but simul-
taneously in the realm of Postumus, it is clear that it is widely
based, and that, though the rulers might favour it and guide it to
maturity, they did not initiate it2.
Much light is thrown on these progressive changes of orienta-
tion by the unbroken sequence of the history of the monetary
devaluation. This shows clearly that about 260 the manipulation of
the silver content of the double denarius that had been going on
for two centuries, accelerated and led to its complete destruction,
Here again it is instructive to draw the parallels between the
Cdurse of this process in the regions governed by Postumus and by
Gallienus, as it demonstrates an essential similarity that did not
depend on those two personalities. The career of this debased money
is precisely similar iti both areas; at about the same time it sank,
ojti one side and the other, to be a mere copper piece, coated with
silver. The only difference's that the inflation in Gaul brought
with it a great outburst of private coinage (of a rude and barbarous
character), intended to exploit for itself, instead of for the State,
the difference between nominal and metal value.   In the lands
governed by Gallienus this mischief was successfully averted,
except in Rome, where from 268 to 270 similar abuses flourished
though on a more modest scale.  On the other hand, Postumus
t6 tufn out his aurei at the normal weight, whereas the
f of the mint of Rome let the weight of the gold coins
so low, that in many issues they were disks as thin as paper,
lii oth6r mints, on the contrary, order reigned in this field even
flndeif  Galliehus.    But  the   corruption  now  established  was
1  H. U. von Schoenebeck, Rom. Mitt. LI, 1936, p. 256.
2  Alfoldi, FunfimJzwanzig Jahre Rom.-Germ. Komm. pp. 35 sqq.> G.
Rodenwaldt, Arch. Anz. 1931, cols. 318 sqq. and J.D.4J. LI, 1936, pp.
82 sqq.